THE SAXON KINGS
of the L&erum veto. It proved that the protest of one
noble could protect a high-placed swashbuckler from the
exemplary punishment nearly every member of his
class desired to inflict upon him. The whole Sapieha
family were characterized in this period by their rapacity
and lack of scruple, but not one of them had ever victim-
ized the Church until Casimir Sapieha quarrelled with
the Bishop of Wilna. This noble took the strong action
of laying waste die whole of his opponent's diocese ;
scores of churches were burned, and literally hundreds
of manors plundered. At two successive Diets, those of
1693 and 1695, the conduct of Casimir Sapieha was to
have heen considered ; but the simple " I protest" of
one of those present exploded each assembly, and nothing
could be done. Soon after the accession of Augustus
the Lithuanian nobles, fortified by the presence of the
Saxon soldiers, combined against the family; and
unable to face the opposition of 1,700 of their class, the
Sapiehas fled, not to return till after die death of Augustus.
In 1699 the War of the Holy League against the Turk
ended with die Treaty of Karlowitz, and Augustus
enjoyed a triumph that was denied to Sobieski; he had
the satisfaction of seeing the surrender of Podolia and
Kamieniec to Poland. Now he invented a fresh use for
his Saxons; he turned them against Sweden. He was
encouraged by his successes against the Turks to hope to
wrest Livonia from the Swedish sovereign, Charles XII.,
then a youth of eighteen. Augustus accordingly made
a pact with the Czar Peter to attack Sweden. Charles
hastened to show the soldierly qualities that afterwards
made him redoubtable in Europe, and utterly routed
the Russians at the batde of Narva in 1700. Augustus
made an abortive attempt to contest the crossing of the
Dwina, but suffered a worse reverse. Too late Augustus
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